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Week 25:  #10 India 

Guess the country:

• It has the second-highest population in the world. 

• It is known for its wonderful spices.

• Almost 80% of the population are Hindu.

• The Taj Mahal is found here.

• The traditional dress for girls is called a sari.

If you guessed India, you are right! This week we 
are travelling to the colourful country of India in 
Asia. India has more than one billion people living 
there! Because most of the people are Hindu, many 
Indians are vegetarians –– that means they do not 
eat any animal meat. Rice is very important and is 
eaten every day with their meals. Did you know 
that cows are considered to be holy in some 
parts of India? Once a cow no longer produces 
milk it is left to roam the streets because it is 
forbidden to kill or eat the cow. 

India is also known for having many, many 
temples –– more than two million! There are 
also a lot of Muslims in India, so there are over 
300,000 mosques. 

Sadly, life for Christians is not easy in India. Only about five percent 
of the population is Christian. India used to have a caste 

system, where they categorised people into 
groups. These groups defined who they were 

–– what place they had in society, who they 
could marry and even what jobs they could 

have. Even though this system was put to an end, 
it is still very present in the culture in India. Most 
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Christians were Dalits, that means that they used to be part of the lower caste 
and were very poor and treated as less. Christians are persecuted by Hindu 
extremists who believe everyone should be Hindu. 
Many times, they are violently attacked, put in prison 
or rejected by their community. The COVID-19 
pandemic has made it even harder for them, as many 
have been denied food from the village leaders for 
being a Christian. 

READ THEIR STORY: 
My name is Rashika, and I am 12 years old. I live in a 
village in eastern India where my dad is a pastor. Life is 
not easy, we are constantly looked down on, and people do not speak nicely to us. 
Late one night, my dad was asked to pray for a child in our village who was very 
sick. My dad went because he loves people. Later that night, some men came to 
our house, took our dad outside and beat him badly. He came home bruised and 
bleeding, but we just thanked God that he was still alive. My parents constantly 
remind me and my siblings that following Jesus is not easy, but it is always worth 
it. I want more people in India to know that Jesus died on the cross for us. I am sad 
because I see people praying to so many gods, but they do not know about God’s 
love for them. I want to be brave and tell others about Jesus. 

Creative Prayer: 

Sit on the floor together and read the Bible verse below and discuss the 
following questions. 

“People will say bad things about you and hurt you. They will lie and say all kinds 
of evil things about you because you follow me. But when they do these things to 
you, you are happy. Rejoice and be glad. You have a great reward waiting for you 
in heaven. People did the same evil things to the prophets who lived before you.” 
–– Matthew 5:11-12 (ICB)

• How would you feel if people said bad things about you because you are 
a Christian?

• Has anyone ever hurt you or said bad things to you because you are a 
Christian?

• Why do you think the Bible says we should be glad when people hurt us?
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Prayer Points:

• Pray for protection for believers, 
especially in rural villages, as they are 
more vulnerable to attacks.

• Pray for more Indians to hear about Jesus 
and decide to follow Him only. 

• Pray for courage for Christians to share 
about Jesus with their neighbours. 

• Pray for provision for the Christians who are 
struggling, especially during this pandemic. 

 

PRAY:
Dear Father, today we pray for Christians in India. Please protect them from 
attacks and provide them with food and jobs. God, I pray that You will give 
them the courage to share about You with those around them. Please give 
them opportunities to pray for others so that they may know about Your 
love. Amen. 

Look! Many 
Indians consider 
cows to be holy 

animals!


