CHILDREN’S PRAYER
DEVOTIONAL
Part 4: Praying for the Persecuted Church

Week 21: #6 Eritrea
Colouring time:
Either print this page or draw the outline of the flag on a white sheet of
paper. Cut it out and paste it in your room to remind you to pray for Eritrea
every week.

Did you know there is a country that has no official language? This week we
are travelling to Eritrea, a country in eastern Africa of over six million people.
In Eritrea, they speak many languages but have not decided on an official one.
Did you know that half of the population of Eritrea is Christian? You may ask
yourself why this country is in the top 10 most persecuted countries then.
The Eritrean government only allows one
Christian denomination, and that church is
very controlled by the government and not
focused on the truth of Jesus.
When the government decided on the one
denomination, all other churches were
closed, and Christians now have to meet
secretly to worship together. Many times,
their phones are monitored, so people have
to be careful what they say. Christians are constantly being arrested and
taken into inhumane prisons. Their families do not even know if they are alive
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or not because the police do not help search for their loved ones. Shipping
containers are used as prisons in the middle of the desert where it can get
very hot. Some Christians have been imprisoned for more than 10 years.

READ THEIR STORY:
Hello, my name is Sesuna, and I am 15 years old. Five years ago, my father went
to work and did not come back. We were so worried because we knew he had
probably been arrested for being a Christian. We asked the police to help us, but
they said they did not know where he was. It was a hard time for us as a family. We
did not know if he was even still alive. I was angry at God for allowing my father
to be arrested, but my mom encouraged us to constantly pray. She even prayed
that my dad would have opportunities to share about
Jesus with the other prisoners. Last year, my father
was unexpectedly released. We were so happy to have
him back home! He said at times he wanted to sign a
paper that said he would stop being a Christian just
so that he could come home to us, but knew he could
never deny God. I am so proud of him for not denying
Jesus, even if that meant he was tortured. I want to be
that brave. I can see he is very hurt and confused to
be back, but he reminds us to pray every day for those
still imprisoned for believing in Christ.
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Creative prayer:
Take a shoelace or string and tie each other’s hands up. Sit down together and
pray for those who are in prison. Imagine that you are with them in prison, as
each of you choose a prayer point. Pray the following verse for them.
“Do not forget those who are in prison. Remember them as if you were in prison
with them. Remember those who are suffering as if you were suffering with them.”
¬¬–– Hebrews 13:3 (ICB)
Prayer points:
•

Pray for strength and comfort for those who are suffering in prisons for
following Jesus.

•

Pray for the prison guards to learn about God’s love through those
imprisoned.

•

Pray for peace and comfort for families who do not know where their
loved ones went.

•

Pray that there will be unity amongst Christians in Eritrea.

PRAY:
Dear Father, thank you for Eritreans. Our hearts are sad that so many people
are suffering because they chose to follow You. We pray that they will feel
You close to them, even when they are in prison. Please protect the children
and families who believe in you. May they have the courage to continue
worshipping You. Amen.
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