CHILDREN’S PRAYER
DEVOTIONAL
Part 4: Praying for the Persecuted Church

Week 20: #5 Pakistan
Did you know?
•

The second highest mountain in the world, the K2, is found in Pakistan.

•

Cricket is a popular sport in Pakistan.

•

Half of the world’s footballs are made in Pakistan.

This week we are travelling to Asia to visit
Pakistan, a country of over 216 million
people! It is a very diverse country
with more than 70 official languages.
Pakistani people are very warm and
friendly. Family is important to them,
and they are known for being hospitable
–– that means they treat their guests
with honour and respect.
Sadly, for Christians, life in Pakistan is not so easy. Because most of the
country is Muslim, Christians are treated badly once others find out what
they believe. It is common for Christians to be thrown into prison unfairly,
treated as less and experience difficulties finding a job. Many of them have
to work as brick makers for their whole lives. Some Christian children are not
allowed to go to school because they believe in Jesus.
As persecution is so common, many Christians choose to live close together
in order to protect each other. However, sometimes that makes them an easy
target for terrorist groups; several churches have been bombed. Even though
Pakistan has so many people, there are only about four million Christians in
the country. Despite all the trouble, Christians are still determined to meet
and worship Jesus.
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READ THEIR STORY
Hello, my name is Ayamin. I am eight years old, but I have to work every day with
my father and brothers making bricks. I want to go to school like the other children
in my village, but the teachers do not let us attend because we are Christians. I
don’t want to work my whole life making bricks; I would like to be
a doctor and help many people. My
father’s boss said we kids have to work
because my father was not fast enough
making bricks, and now my father
owes him money. He has tried looking
for other jobs, but people do not want
to give him one because we believe in
Jesus. I love going to church because it
is where we learn about God. Sadly, last
year our church was bombed, and our
pastor is now in prison for sharing about
Jesus. Even though we were all afraid, he
said we should not stop meeting together to worship. I still enjoy learning about
Jesus. My pastor told us stories of how Jesus’ disciples were also treated badly
because they followed Him. I want to be as brave as them; I want to tell my friends
about Jesus.
Creative Prayer:
Find a football (or make your own) and go outside with your
family. Read Psalm 31: 19-20 and pray it for the Christian
believers in Pakistan. Each person can pray for one of the
prayer points before you play. Enjoy some time playing football,
or just kicking the ball to each other! In the coming weeks, pray
for Pakistan each time you see a football.
“How great is your goodness! You have stored it up for those who
fear you. You do good things for those who trust you. You do this for
all to see. You protect them by your presence from what people plan
against them. You keep them safe in your shelter from evil words.”
–– Psalm 31:19-20 (ICB)
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Prayer Points:
•

Pray for courage for Pakistani believers to tell others about Jesus, even
though they might be persecuted.

•

Pray for protection for the church from attacks by terrorist groups.

•

Pray for Christian children to receive a good education.

•

Pray for strength for Pakistani believers who are in prison because of
their faith.

PRAY
Dear Father, I pray today for the church in Pakistan. Many church buildings
have been bombed and people are afraid. I pray that You will give them
strength and courage to keep telling others about You. I pray that You will
protect them from those who want to hurt them. I know that You love them
and care for them. I pray for the children; that they will not be afraid but that
they too can share about Your love wherever they go. Amen.
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