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Part 4: Praying for the Persecuted Church
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Week 18:  #3  Somalia 

Colouring time: 

Either print this page or draw the outline of the flag on a white sheet of 
paper. Cut it out and paste it in your room to remind you to pray for Somalia 
every week. 

This week we are travelling to a beautiful country in eastern Africa, called 
Somalia. Many people refer to it as the horn of Africa because it looks just 
like a horn on the map. Somalia has many animals like cheetahs, elephants, 
giraffes, lions, camels and more! Did you know that Somalia is the country 
with the most camels in the world? It 
is the most important animal to them 
because they use it for transportation, 
food and income. 

More than 16 million people live in 
Somalia. Because Somalia has suffered 
from droughts, lack of food and terrorist 
attacks, many Somali people have 
moved to other countries. Currently, 
there are more than one million Somalis 
living around the world. Somalia has been in civil war for many years. They 
also have a terrorist group called the Al-Shabaab, who try to go against the 
government, and who have killed many Christians.
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Somalia is a Muslim country, where to be Somali is to be Muslim. For that 
reason, it is so dangerous to be a Christian. The number of Christians living 
in Somalia are only in the hundreds. If someone becomes a Christian, they 
are treated as a traitor, and their families and clans will intimidate them or 
kill them. Some people even say that COVID-19 is spread by Christians –– 
can you believe that?! Many Christian girls are forced to marry Muslim men, 
to try and stop them from following Jesus. Christians are also a target for 
terrorist groups, who will kill them on site. 

READ THEIR STORY: 
My name is Amina, and I am 13 years old. I live in a village not too far from the 
ocean. My mom says she wants us to leave Somalia and go to another country to 
live a better life. We had to move last year because the Al-Shabaab came to our 
village and killed a Christian family. I was so afraid because that could have been 
us. Thankfully, that day we had left our village to go to town. My parents tell us 
every day to be careful but not afraid of what can happen to us. They say that 
even if we die, we will be in a better place. My older brother 
came to visit us from the capital and showed us the Bible on 
his phone. He said it is safer to read the Bible there, as we 
cannot be seen with a Bible or else we might die. He even 
played an audio recording of verses for my parents, who 
do not know how to read. They were crying with happiness 
when they heard the Bible read to them. We have to be very 
quiet when we listen to it, but I feel God is so close to us 
when we do. I want to be like Jesus’ disciples who, even when 
persecuted, were brave enough to tell others about Him. 

Creative Prayer: 

Listen to the following verse on a Bible app or the internet. If that isn’t 
possible, pick one person in the family to read it aloud for everyone else. 
Pray to God that the Somali Christians will be light in their country. That 
they will live in such a way that people may ask them why they are different, 
and that because of that, many will come to know about Jesus. Ask God to 
help you to be light wherever you are. 
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 “In the same way, you should be a light for other people. Live so that they will 
see the good things you do. Live so that they will praise your Father in heaven.” 
–– Matthew 5:16 (ICB)

Prayer points: 

• Pray for comfort for families of Christians killed for their beliefs.

• Pray for courage for children and parents who are secret believers.

• Pray for more access to Bibles –– physical copies or through the 
internet!

• Pray for the terrorist groups to repent just like Paul did when he 
persecuted other Christians. 

PRAY:
Dear Father, I pray for the Somali believers in Somalia. I pray that You will 
comfort and protect them, as many have been killed by terrorist groups. I 
pray that they will not be afraid to be followers of Jesus but be courageous 
like the disciples were. I pray that children will be light to their friends at 
school. I pray that many of them will be able to download the Bible on their 
phones and read it in their own language. Amen. 

 
Our nature is so 
lovely, but our 

homes have seen 
so much war...


