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Praying for the Persecuted Church

Over the next 10 weeks, we will be praying for our brothers and sisters around 
the world who are persecuted for following Jesus. Persecution means being 
mistreated by a person, or group of people, who think differently than you 
about something. It may look like someone saying bad things about a person 
or hurting them physically or emotionally. It could mean someone is forced 
to leave a place because the other people make it difficult for them to be 
there. Sometimes it even means people will kill someone because they think 
differently. What would you do if believing in Jesus put you or your family in 
danger? 

There are more than 260 million Christians around the world today facing 
persecution because they decided to believe in Jesus. We will explore the top 
10 countries where it is the most dangerous to follow Jesus and read stories 
from local believers. We know some of their stories are painful and sad to 
read, but we hope it will encourage you to commit to pray for them every 
week. Maybe the testimonies will make you cry—that is okay!—find time with 
your family and friends to talk about it and pray together for persecuted 
believers. We don’t want to just feel sad; we want to pray, trusting that God 
will hear our prayers! We can show our love for others through our prayers. 

We pray that God will touch your hearts to pray for those who are hurting. 
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Week 16:  #1 North Korea

Colouring time:

Either print this page or draw the outline of the flag on a white sheet of paper. 
Cut it out and paste it in your room to remind you to pray for North Korea. 

Shhh, this week we are travelling to a 
small country located between China 
and South Korea. We have to be very 
careful because North Korea, with its 
population of around 25 million people, 
is the most dangerous country in the 
world to be a Christian and has been 
for the past 20 years.

North Korea was founded by Kim II-
sung in 1948. Since then, Kim II-sung, 
his son and now his grandson have 
ruled the country. Taught that their leaders are to be worshipped as gods, 
North Koreans have hundreds of statues and pictures of their leaders 
everywhere, including their homes. It is expected that people bow down to 
their leaders, and children are taught to pray to their leaders before meals. 

There are about 300,000 Christians in North Korea. Being a Christian is 
very dangerous. If found out by the police, they are sent to a prison camp or 
sometimes killed. If one person becomes a Christian, the police may throw 
their whole family into a prison camp regardless of what the others believe. 
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Children are expected to learn all about their leader and study his life as a 
subject in school. At a young age, kids are taught that their leaders are to be 
worshipped and everything else is forbidden. Did you know that there are 
no Christian children in North Korea that we know of? Parents are afraid 
to tell their children about their faith because they fear that the child will 
accidentally tell someone, and then the whole family will be imprisoned. At 
school teachers constantly ask their students if they have seen a book with 
a black cover (referring to the Bible) and will report them to the authorities.  

READ THEIR STORY: 
Hello, my name is Cho, and I am 20 years old. My parents have been Christians 
ever since I was a little kid, but I only found out last year. I always thought they 
were very good people who cared for others, but I had no idea that they believed 
in Jesus. My parents would often meet with some of our neighbours, but they 
always asked us kids to go outside and play. Sometimes I would come in and see 
them crying, but my mom told me that I was too young to understand and that 
she would one day explain why she was crying. I thought maybe it was because 
one of her friends had disappeared, and we never heard of him again. 

Last year, I asked my dad why they were so loving to others. I had always noticed 
they were different, but now I wanted to know why. My parents took me for a 
hike into the mountains far away from our city. There they sat down with me and 
told me about Jesus and His love for me. They told me how He died for me and 
for all the world on the cross. We talked for hours and hours. I had never heard 
any of it before. At first, I was confused, angry and afraid. But then I just started 
crying because I wanted what they had. They were the most courageous people I 

had met. That day I knew God was real. I decided 
to follow Jesus and not our leader. Now, I always 
must be careful what I say and do because I know 
people are watching. Every day we get together 
to pray at 02:00 in the morning. We pray for 
our brothers and sisters in Christ who are in the 
prison camps. We pray that God will give them 
the courage to persevere. I know that I might go to 
prison for following Jesus, but I have decided it is 
worth it! 
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Creative prayer:

Hide any Bibles you have in your house. Your parents can be the police who 
will try to find the Bibles, and you can be the secret believers who need to 
make sure no one discovers them.

Once you have finished playing, pray for the North Koreans who have to do 
this regularly, and remember that it is not a game for them. Pray Psalm 23:4 
over them. Pray that the believers will not be afraid but know that God is 
with them always. 

 “Even if I walk through a very dark valley, I will not be afraid because you are  
with me.” –– Psalm 23:4 (ICB)

Prayer points: 

• Pray for courage for Christians suffering in prison camps.

• Pray for more children to hear about Jesus’ love for them.

• Pray that Kim Jong-un (the current leader) will come to know 
Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

PRAY:
Dear Father, I pray for Christians in North Korea. I pray that You will give 
them strength and courage, especially those who are in prison camps. I pray 
that you will protect families from being caught by the police, and I pray that 
the children of North Korea will hear about You and keep it a secret when 
needed. Thank you that You love them and protect them. Amen. 

Look at this big statue 
of our Leader!


